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Abstract:

This research examines the perspectives of Muslim intellectuals on
theories concerning the origin of language, with a particular focus
on the theories of divine inspiration (Tawqif) and convention (lsti-
lah). The study initially addresses the most notable advocates of
these two theories before proceeding to elucidate the stance of
Imami Usulis on the matter. In this context, it highlights the key as-
sertions made by these Usulis regarding the two theories. It is elu-
cidates that the majority of Imami Usulis endorsed the view that
language originated through convention. Consequently, they estab-
lished three methodologies for linguistic convention: commitment
(Ta'ahhud), firm association (Al-Qarn al-Akeed), and consideration
(Al-I'tibar). Special emphasis is placed on the method of consider-
ation, presenting the views of its proponents, which are articulated
through their discussion of the three aspects by which this method

was introduced. The exposition of the views on the method of con-
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sideration is complemented by an exploration of the most significant
linguistic and semiotic perspectives that align with it. Additionally, the
researcher presents the responses of two eminent scholars, Ayatollah
Abul-Qasim Al-Khoei and Ayatollah Muhammad Bagqir Al-Sadr, to the
proponents of the method of consideration.

Keywords: origin of language, theory of divine designation, theory of

convention, Imami Usulists, path of consideration, path of undertaking.
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