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Abstract:

The present study aims at knowing the effectiveness of a suggested program
according to the meta-cognitive strategies in the acquisition of the subject of history for the
second year students in the College of Basic Education — the subject history of Europe 19"
century.

To achieve the aim of the study the researcher chose an experimental design with partial
adjustment for his research made up of two groups one is experimental and the other is control.
He determined the college of basic education in Al-Mustansriya University as a place for
conducting his experience. The History department includes three classrooms form which he
has chosen randomly the third class to be the sample of his study; they were taught according to
the program prepared in accordance the meta-cognitive strategy which amounted to (34)
students after elimination. The second class was chosen to be the control group. They were
taught in the traditional methods after ruling out 34 students. The two groups of the study were
matched din the variables of (age, intelligence, parent education, previous knowledge, skills of
historical thinking). In order to measure the students acquisition (control and experimental) for
the second semester for the year 2013/2014 in the subject History of Europe 19" century,
which the student taught himself, the researcher adopted a test made up of 50 items the type of
multiple choice and ten items the type of short answer choice.

The two tests were tested in terms of validity and constancy, difficulty coefficient, the easiness
of, distinction and the truth of its items, and all the psychometric features.

The researcher used SPSS program as well as T-test and Pearson correlation coefficient, and
the difficulty and easiness coefficient, Cronbach’s alpha equation, Spearman-Brown’s Equation,
Point Pi Serial correlation coefficient in processing the results statistically. One of the results
was the following:
1-There are statistical significant differences at the level of 0.05 in average score of the students
of the experimental group who are taught by the use of meta-cognitive Strategy and the average
score of students of the control group who study in the traditional method in acquisition test
after posttest.

The most important findings which the researcher has come up to was that the pedagogical
program according to the meta-cognitive strategy has raised the level for the students’
acquisition in the Department of History - the second grade \ College of Basic Education. Also
it led to the development of historical thinking in a better than the other methods of teaching. In
addition to that, the study comes up with a number of suggestions and recommendations. The
study recommends the necessity of emphasizing the meta-cognitive strategies and reviewing the
subject of history and the steps towards the use for teaching. The stress on the necessity
providing the books and references related to the strategies. The most important suggestions of
the study are to make other studies about the effectiveness of these strategies in their trend and
inclination towards the subject of history. The researcher suggested applying the procedures of
the present study on a greater sample for the purpose of generalization.
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