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Abstract
This research aims to highlight the critical
importance of manuscript variation, given its
pivotal role in verifying the authenticity of
hadiths and the reliability of transmitted
reports. By tracing different manuscript versions
and distinguishing authentic narrations from
others, this study underscores a significant
aspect of hadith scholarship. Identifying
differences among  manuscripts  directly
contributes to the accurate editing and content
validation of texts.From this perspective, the
research is divided into three main sections:
In the first section, | address the concept of the
“manuscript” from both its linguistic meaning
and technical usage, clarifying the scholarly
background upon which this term is based
within the field of hadith textual verification.
The second section is devoted to a concise
analytical overview of the book Al-Kafi,
discussing its status within the hadith tradition
and its impact on the preservation of Shiite
narrations.
In the third section, | focus on the issue of
manuscript variation, dividing it into two main
topics:
The first topic explores the various types of
differences among manuscripts in terms of
additions, omissions, textual distortions, and the
insertions or deletions that may occur during
manual copying.
The second topic discusses variations in the
arrangement of books or chapters across
different manuscripts, and the implications these
have for understanding and interpretation.
The research concludes with a brief summary
highlighting the key findings, followed by a
comprehensive list of the sources and references
consulted. Among the most important works
that served as primary references for this study
are: Al-Kafi, Al-Fihrist by Ibn al-Nadim, Bihar
al-Anwar by al-Majlisi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam by
al-Tusi, and Rijal al-Najashi, in addition to
several other sources that enriched the content
and added further scholarly and documentary
depth.
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