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Scientific Research as a Proactionary Tool in Confrontation with

Extremism and Terrorism

Asst. Prof. Dr. Abdulkareem Kadhim Ajeel

Higher Institute for Preparing and Qualifying Leaders
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers

Light of the growing phenomenon of violent extremism and terrorism and the
evolving nature of terrorist threats on the ground and in the digital sphere, the security-
based responses alone are not enough to contain the changeable threats proposed by

the radical groups. This study is based on the hypothesis that the scientific research is no longer
an interpretive tool, but a central proactive tool in dismantling this phenomenon, predicting its
pathways, and designing effective proactive interventions.  The study presents a
multidisciplinary analytical approach drawing on psychological, sociological, political, digital,
and environmental frameworks to understand and disrupt the underlying profound reasons of
extremist behavior and to assess the effectiveness of proactive and rehabilitating policies in Arab
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and international contexts. In addition, the research reviews key interpretive models of
radicalization, such as “dynamics of extremist group” model and analyzes recent data on digital
recruitment, leverage of Artificial Intelligence, and the effect of marginalization and identity
fragility on radical pathways; thereby, the results reveal that integration between academic
knowledge and field practice is an essential requirement to build effective and sustainable
response tools. The study also reveals that proactive policies based on data analysis, early
education, and national identity enhancement achieve concrete results that reduce radical
recruitment as in the “Etidal Center” in Saudi Arabia and “Takwine” in Morocco, The findings
recommend the necessity of adopting a unified Arab framework for proactive countering that are
based on investment of scientific inquiry in proactive policy making, development of effective
partnerships among research institutions and decision centers, and building early tracing tools
based on an in depth and cumulative understanding for the phenomenon.

Keywords: Scientific research, extremism, terrorism, digital recruitment, prevention, artificial intelligence, psychological
models, proactive security.
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