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Abstract:

This study explores the relationship between the phonetic structure of terms
related to Islamic legal punishments (hudiid) in the Qur’an and the Prophetic
Sunnah and their psychological and legislative implications, grounded in a
theoretical framework that integrates classical Arabic-Islamic heritage with
modern phonetics. It focuses on sound symbolism and phonetic iconicity,
elucidating how phonetic features such as voicing, intensity, emphasis, and
closure enhance the deterrent and admonitory connotations aligned with the
objectives of Islamic law in deterrence and discipline. The study adopts an
analytical phonetic and comparative descriptive methodology, drawing on the
contributions of Sibawayh and Ibn Jinni alongside contemporary cognitive
linguistics. Through analyzing hudtd terms, it reveals recurring phonetic
patterns, such as emphatic and intense sounds, which generate rhythms
reflecting decisiveness and seriousness, thereby amplifying the psychological
and legal impact of the text. A comparison is conducted between these terms
and those denoting mercy and forgiveness to highlight the distinctiveness of the
heavy and sharp phonetic structure of hudud terms, in contrast to the softer
sounds in lenient terms. The findings demonstrate that the selection of hudad
terms is linguistically deliberate, closely tied to their legislative and
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psychological functions, with sounds contributing to forming a mental image
that reinforces the solemnity of the legal ruling.

Keywords: Sound Symbolism, Hudiid Terms, Phonetic Iconicity, Legislation,
Phonetic.
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