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Impact of Prison Overcrowding on Reform Process:

Field Study

Asst. Inst. Ziad Khaleefah Khazaal
Senior Undersecretary/ Ministry of Justice

. overcrowding is a major problem that negatively affects the process of
Pr|son reforming and rehabilitating inmates and results in a set of other problems
that extend to health and service facilities as well as family communication

within the correctional institution. In addition, it represents a violation of the rights of
inmates and detainees stipulated by the applicable law, especially with regard to sleeping,
resting and bathing places, which are essential requirements for mental and physical stability
during the shelter phase. Overcrowding helps spread infectious diseases among inmates, as
well as psychological illnesses and the spread of cases of sexual and physical assault; due to
crowding and cohesion among them, in addition to the difficulty of classifying the type of
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crime, the length of the sentence, the degree of danger, or criminal records. This will, as a
result, hinder the process of reform and rehabilitation and the implementation of
rehabilitation, training, and employment programs. In this study, we will shed light on the
phenomenon of overcrowding by using the social survey method by sample. A sample of (200
inmates) was selected. Distributed across the study community in (10 prisons) with (20
inmates) for each section, they were selected using a simple random sample method. The
study reached a set of results, the most important of which are: The study concluded that
overcrowding has a significant impact on the behavior and tendencies of inmates, as there
were behavioral acts that violated the rules of control within the shelters, such as self-harm,
fighting, and violence. Overcrowding also causes widespread illness among inmates,
especially respiratory, psychological, and physical diseases. Overcrowding also has a
significant impact on the level of services provided to inmates (health, education, housing,
and rehabilitation). The study concluded that overcrowding has a significant impact on the
weakness of the reform process through weak training, rehabilitation, and employment
programs, and depriving some inmates of participation or obtaining one participation during
the long sentence.

Keywords: Overcrowding, inmate, correctional institution, vocational rehabilitation.
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