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Abstract:
Between 1972 and 2000, the Gulf countries, especially the UAE
and Qatar, experienced significant changes in the role of women

in political decision-making. This research aims to study the de—
velopment of Gulf womens participation in political life during

Sy Sy s 1 oI

;—“,j this period, focusing on prominent female figures from the UAE
3 and Qatar to understand the factors that contributed to womemns
’_i’_: political empowerment and the challenges they faced.

\ The study relied on a historical-analytical approach, reviewing
B~

literature and official documents, analyzing government poli-
cies related to womens empowerment, and examining notable
female cases in both countries. It also compared the Gulf experi—
ence with similar regional and international experiences.
The results showed an increasing political will in the UAE and
Qatar to support womens participation in decision-making, with
women appointed to leadership positions and advisory councils,
although direct election opportunities were limited. Education
played a significant role in raising womemns awareness but was
insufficient to overcome social and cultural constraints limiting
' their actual participation. Female models emerged in decision—
making positions, yet womerns representation remained limited
and was mostly achieved through appointment rather than elec—
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tion. The study also revealed weak societal awareness of womerms
political roles and limited impact of civil society institutions in
supporting womems political rights.

In conclusion, the research confirms that womerms political em-—
powerment in the Gulf was the result of high-level political will,
with a need to adopt more inclusive policies to enhance womermns
effective and sustainable participation in the future.

Keywords: Gulf women, political decision-making, political em—

powerment, UAE, Qatar.
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