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Abstract  
     Gerund, Verbal noun, and deverbal noun are grammatical terms related to nouns 

formed from verbs.  They are different kinds of nominalization  and the choice of these 

nouns for certain structure is not easily predictable and it causes a problem for EFL 

learners.  

This study is designed to investigate Iraqi EFL learners' errors in using gerund, verbal 

noun , and deverbal noun.  

   The sample of the study is randomly chosen from the fourth year EFL students of the 

College of Arts , University of Baghdad , for the academic year 2012-2013.  

   The theoretical background of the terms under investigation is mentioned with 

reference to Chomsky 's  Remarks on Nominalization   (1970) and Quirk et al ' s  A 

Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language   (1985).  

   The subject's performance indicates that the grammatical terms gerund, verbal noun, 

deverbal noun are problematic in certain points and difficult to master.  

The results of both tests indicate that  Iraqi EFL learners cannot distinguish between  a 

gerund and   a verbal noun, but they can identify a deverbal noun . 

 

1. Introduction 

     Gerund, Verbal noun , and deverbal noun are grammatical terms 

related to nouns formed from verbs. The choice of these nouns for 

certain structure is not easily predictable and it causes a problem for 

learners. The choice depends on whether the noun in question is a 

record of the action or description of the action itself (Quirk, 

1985:1290).     

Gerund , verbal noun , and deverbal noun are different kinds of 

nominalization .They are different in their meaning and structure .The 

following examples show the structures of these grammatical terms:  

  John's refusing the offer                                 gerund   

  John's refusing of the offer                            verbal noun  

  John's refusal of the offer                              deverbal noun  

Nominalization2.  

        Quirk et al (1985 : 1288ff) define nominalization as a noun phrase 

which has a systematic correspondence with a clause structure. The 

head of such a noun phrase is normally related to a verb , so it is called 

deverbal noun  as in the  following example: 

       His refusal to help                     He refuses to help.                                
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  Quirk et al mention other kinds of nominals formed from verbs which 

are gerund and verbal noun . They are formed by adding (-ing) to the 

verb as in the following examples respectively: 

 

Writing the book                      He wrote the book.        

      The writing of the book            He wrote the book.   

 

      Crystal ( 1997: 260)  defines nominalization  as : 

1. the  process of  forming a noun from  some  other word –class  as:  

 redness  ( red +ness) .                 

2. the derivation of a noun phrase from an underlying clause as : 

       Her answering of the letter … from      she answered  the letter .  

 

Chomsky ( 1970: 215) distinguishes three types of nominalization : 

The gerundive nominal , derived nominal , and mixed nominal 

corresponding respectively to Quirk et al 's  gerund , deverbal noun 

and verbal noun. Chomsky gives the following examples:  

John's refusing the offer 

John's refusal of the offer 

John's refusing of the offer   

The derived nominals , according to Chomsky , include nominals 

derived from verbs  or from other classes , as adjectives: 

John's is eager to please .          adjective 

John's being eager to please      gerundive nominal 

John's eagerness to please        derived nominal 

2.1  Gerund  
      It is the –ing form of the verb when it has a nominal function ( 

Close 1975: 78-79 ).Consider the difference between the following 

sentences: 

  

   Standing here all day , I see some very strange people.          participle 

   Standing ( here all day ) makes me very tired.                        Gerund 

 

      The gerunds in the following sentences are the subject of the 

sentence , the object of the verb, and the object of the preposition 

respectively , and in all these sentences the gerunds are followed by 

direct objects: 

     Entertaining students is her aim.                                                             
She likes entertaining students.      

    She is interested in entertaining students.  
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    A gerund can also be preceded by the possessive form of a personal 

pronoun or of a noun referring to a person ( ibid., 1975: 80): 

                                    George 's        imitation of   

I will never forget                                                      the headmaster.  
                                      his                  imitating 

It can be noticed that the deverbal noun imitation is followed by of and 

the gerund imitating is followed by the object. 

     Zandvort (1972:31) says that the gerund may refer to the same 

subject:  

        I don’t like leaving home. 

or it may refer to a subject of its own which can be a noun , indefinite 

pronoun , or possessive pronoun: 

We were accustomed to uncle (Jack, his ) eating a big breakfast.  

     I don’t like your leaving home.   

The object form of a personal pronoun is often used instead of a 

possessive pronoun especially in colloquial English:  

      What’s the use of me going there ?  

       Mother hates us eating peas with a knife 
Thomson and Martinet ( 1986 : 231) give the following example for the 

gerund  preceded by a possessive pronoun or the object form of a 

personal pronoun :  

     He insisted on my / me reading it. 

 

   Close ( 1975 : 80) has another point of view . He says that in:  

          I'll never forget   him    imitating the head master.    

imitating is a participle and it could be expanded to:   

          when he is imitating . 

  

      The researcher agrees with Close in that the –ing form preceded by 

the object form of a personal pronoun is a participle not a gerund. 

 

2.2 Verbal noun  

Quirk et al (1985:1291)  say that verbal noun is an abstract noncount 

noun of the kind that can be formed from verbs by adding –ing and 

inserting (of ) before the noun phrase that corresponds to the subject if 

the object is not expressed:  

                                                      

       The painting of Brown     =       Brown paints 

       The writing of Smith       =       Smith writes  
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  and before the noun phrase that corresponds to the object if it is 

expressed:  

 

      Their polishing of the furniture       =     They polish the furniture  
      The writing of novels (by Smith )   =      Smith writes novels.  

 

The verbs in such examples are dynamic items and they are 

nominalized to see the actions as static things( Quirk and Greenbaum, 

1973: 21) .  

    Crystal ( 1997 : 410   ) defines verbal noun as "a noun which is 

similar  in form or meaning to a verb as smoking" .  

This definition is general and can be applied to gerud, (-ing) deverbal 

noun and verbal noun.  

2.3 Deverbal nouns  

Deverbal nouns are nouns derived from verbs either by suffixation or 

conversion .  

Deverbal nouns derived by suffixation 

   Quirk et al ( ibid : 1550 ) say that   nouns derived from verbs by  

suffixation are either concrete or abstract nouns. The following suffixes 

combine with verb bases to produce concrete nouns : 

        -ant :  participate – participant  ; inform –informant      

        -ee : pay – payee  ;  appoint – appointee                                      
        -er : teach –teacher ; drive : driver 

         and  the following suffixes combine with verb bases to produce 

abstract nouns : 

        -age  : breakage , coverage , shrinkage , wastage    

       -al as : arrival , refusal , revival           

       -ation : exploration , ratification  

       -ment :  arrangement , amazement , equipment.  

The suffix (-ing) combines with the verb to form either abstract nouns 

as driving or concrete nouns as building ( Quirk and Greenbaum, 

1973:438).  

    

Building in the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2000) has two 

meanings : concrete and abstract:  

1. (c)  A structure such as a house or school that has a roof and 

walls as in : tall, old , historical buildings .  

2. (u) the process and work of building as in : the building of the 

channel , building material , building costs, building block . 

The first meaning can be considered a deverbal noun whereas the 

second one a verbal noun or a gerund. 
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   Stageberg ( 1981: 97) mentions that. the verbal inflectional suffix (-

ing vb) has two homophones. The first one is the nominal derivational 

suffix(-ing nm) as in : meetings, weddings, and readings, which is the (-

ing) deverval noun in Quirk et al 's terms . The second morpheme is 

the adjectival morpheme (-ing aj) as in charming, comforting, and  

exciting.  

Deverbal nouns derived by conversion 

    Conversion is a term used in the study of word formation to refer to 

the derivational process whereby an item comes to belong to a new 

word class  without the addition of an affix .Some verbs are converted 

to nouns as : smell, taste, bottle , walk ( Crystal , 1997 : 92) . 

Verbal nouns VS.  Deverbal nouns  

    Verbal and deverbal nouns differ in their acceptance of modification 

by prepositional phrases  (Quirk et al , 1985: 1290). The verbal nouns 

can be used with the adjuncts relating to duration , manner, or cause. 

Using such adjuncts with deverbal nouns seems to be awkward. 

Compare the following sentences :  

     Their arriving for a month 

               but not    

     Their arrival for a month 

         

    The deverbal noun arrival might be described  as mere record of an 

action rather as description  of the action itself (ibid):    

    They arrived on Thursday.  

    The arrival took place on Thursday .  

   They arrived for a month.        

  *The arrival took place for a month. 

 

 The following examples explain the same point : 
    Their acting in a nasty manner  

*Their action in a nasty manner 

                         

  Their contributing out of kindness  

 *Their  contribution out of kindness.   

              

      Verbal and deverbal nouns are different functionally in that verbal 

nouns  keep their verbal characteristics whereas deverbal nouns 

operate as autonomous common nouns ( Jagger, 2001: 285).  

     Quirk et al (1985 : 1290-1291)  distinguish between deverbal noun , 

verbal noun , and gerund which  can be explained in the following 
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examples using " painting" as a deverbal noun, verbal noun, and 

gerund :  

   

            Some  paintings of Brown’s   …….                              devrbal 

noun                 

 Brown’s paintings of his daughter …….                      deverbal noun      

              

          The  painting of Brown ……..                                       verbal noun 

                  

 Brown’s deft painting of his daughter……                   verbal noun          

          Brown’s deftly painting his daughter…….                      gerund 

          I dislike Brown’s  painting his daughter.                         gerund     

                      

 

The deverbal nouns in the first two examples can be replaced by 

concrete count nouns as pictures or photos. 

The verbal nouns can be replaced by  abstract nouns as representation 

or portraiture.    

The  differences between verbal noun and gerund  according to Quirk 

et al  are : 

 

With the verbal noun , the adjective deft and of- phrase are used . 

With the gerund the adverb deftly is used and the noun phrase his 

daughter is used directly after painting ( without of-phrase) .  

Chomsky (1970 : 187ff) distinguishes  between gerundive nominals 

(gerunds ) and derived nominals (deverbal nouns) according to the 

following criteria:  

1. The productivity of the process in question  

2.The generality of the relation between the nominal and the associated 

proposition  

3.The internal structure of the nominal phrase.  

These criteria are explained in the following table: 

 

 

Criterion 

 

Gerundive nominal 

 

Derived nominal 

 

Productivity of the 

process in question  

 

can be formed fairly 

freely from 

propositions of 

subject-predicate 

form 

 

Cannot be formed 

freely from 

propositions of 

subject-predicate 

form (restricted) 
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The generality of 

the relation between 

the nominal and the 

associated 

proposition  

 

has quite regular 

relation 

 

has quite varied and 

idiosyncratic 

relations 

 

The internal 

structure of the 

nominal phrase 

 

does not have the 

internal structure of 

a noun phrase 

 

has the internal 

structure of a noun 

phrase 

 

Table (1) 

1. Gerundive nominal can be formed fairly freely from 

propositions of subject-predicate form whereas derived nominal 

cannot be formed freely from propositions of subject-predicate form 

(restricted). This can be explained in the following examples: 

               John amused the children with his stories. 

         John's amusing the children with his stories …. 

       *John's amusement the children with his stories…. 

2. Gerundive nominal has quite regular relation with the 

associated verb wheras derived nominal has quite varied and 

idiosyncratic relations with their base verb. Consider , for examples, 

the derived nominals laughter, marriage, belief, and qualifications with 

their ranges of meaning and varied semantic relations to the base 

verbs. 

3.  Gerundive nominal does not have the internal structure of 

a noun phrase wheras derived nominal has the internal structure of a 

noun phrase. For example , the gerundive cannot be preceded by the 

definite article nor an adjective , as in the following examples :  

4. 1.a    The proof of the theorem 

              but not  

    b. *The proving the theorem  

2.a    John's unmotivated criticism of the book  

               but not 

          b. * John's unmotivated criticizing the book 

    Chomsky (ibid. 214-215  ) refers to the third type of 

nominalization as mixed nominals because they behave as derived 

nominals in having the internal structure of a noun phrase because the 

possessive subject can be replaced by a determiner as in : 

John's refusing the offer         * The refusing the offer             

gerundive nominal 
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John's refusal of the offer         The refusal of the offer           

derived nominal 

John's refusing of the offer       The refusing of the offer         

mixed nominal 

  Mixed nominals behave as gerundive nominals in having (– ing) form 

and in not permitting adjective insertion as in: 

  * John unmotivated criticizing the book 

            * John unmotivated criticiizing of the book  

In this point Chomsky is different from Quirk et al. Quirk et al(1985 : 

1290)  accept the occurrence of the adjective with the verbal noun 

(mixed nominal):  

Brown’s deft painting of his daughter……                   verbal noun          

    Chomsky describes the mixed nominals (verbal noun) as clumsy 

when a derived nominal (deverbal noun) also exits (ibid.) : 

John's refusal of the offer 

John's refusing of the offer 

   Quirk et al (1985:1290) explain the difference between the deverbal 

and verbal noun. They state that the deverbal noun (derived nominal)  

might be described  as mere record of an action whereas the verbal 

noun (mixed nominal) as description of the action itself . 

3. Data Analysis  

3.1 The description of the test 

      It is necessary to set up a test for the purpose of this study to 

determine the level of EFL students in understanding and using 

gerund, verbal nouns, and  deverbal  nouns and analyze the results of 

the test. 

     The choice is intentional  in the selection of fourth year students. In 

this department, the fourth year students are expected to have good 

knowledge in grammar and especially in the topic under investigation. 

The population comprise (48) Iraqi EFL students distributed over two 

sections, A and B, as shown in table below:  

College 

Fourth- 

year 

sections 

No . of 

students 

 

Sample 

 

Population 

 

College of 

Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

24 
 

25 

 

 

 

 

48 

 
 

B 

 

24 
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Table (2) 

 

Type of tests Techniques Items 

 

  Recognition 

 

 

Identify the gerund , verbal 

noun , and deverbal noun  

 

6 

 

  Production 

Use two words in three 

sentences: in the first one as 

a gerund , in the second as a 

verbal noun , and in the 

third as a deverbal noun.  

(2×3) 

 

 

Table(3) 

Description of the text 

 

3.2 The Analysis of the Recognition Test  

Table (4) shows that the deverbal noun has been recognized 

successfully . Items (2) and (4) are related to deverbal nouns. 

Concerning item (2), twenty subjects (80%) responded correctly, 

whereas five subjecs (20%) failed to do so. Concerning item (4), sixteen 

subjects (64%) responded correctly whereas nine subjects (36%) failed 

to do so.  

The verbal noun and the gerund have not been recognized successfully. 

The reason behind  this  failure may be the formal similarity between 

them, i.e both are –ing form of the verb.   

  

T
h

e 

co
rr

ec
t 

a
n

sw
er

 

  

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 

In
co

rr
ec

t 

a
n

sw
er

 

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
 

C
o
rr

ec
t 

a
n

sw
er

 

It
em

 

gerund 60 15 40% 10 1 

Deverbal 

noun 

20 5 80% 20 2 

Verbal noun 72 18 28% 7 3 

deverbalnoun 36 9 64% 16 4 

Verbal noun 80 20 20% 5 5 

gerund 100 25 0% zero 6 

 

Table(4) 
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Statistical Analysis of Items in Task One 

3.3 The Analysis of the Production Test 

Table (5) shows that the deverbal noun has been used in a 

sentence successfully ,whereas the verbal noun and the gerund could 

not be used in sentences. The deverbal nouns meeting and building 

have been used correctly by sixteen subjects (64%).  

Table (5) 

Statistical Analysis of Items in Task Two 

 

Conclusions 

   The reserch on the the theoretical level has arrived at the following 

conclusions :  

1. The deverbal nouns are nouns derived from verbs either by 

conversion or affixation .   

There are many suffixes used to form nouns from verbs but the most 

confusing one is – ing suffix because it is  also used to  form the gerund, 

-ing participle , and the verbal noun . All these terms have the same 

form with different functions.  

2. Deverbal nouns have their own entries in the lexicon because they 

are considered autonomous common nouns whereas verbal nouns and 

gerund keep verbal characteristics. 

3. The deverbal noun can be identified by students because it is a pure 

noun, whereas gerund and deverbal noun cannot be identified easily.   

4. Chomsky and Quirk et al make a distinction between gerund , 

verbal noun and devrbal   noun. They agree on certain points and 

differ on others. 

 

 

percenta

ge 

 

 

avoidanc

e 

 

percenta

ge 

 

Incorrec

t answer 

 

Percenta

ge 

 

 

 

Correc

t 

answer 

 

Grammatic

al       term 

 

   Item   

56% 14 24% 6 20 5 gerund  

60% 15 32% 8 8 2 Verbal  meeting 

32% 8 4% 1 64 16 deverbal  

64% 16 16% 4 20 5 gerund building 

84% 21 12% 3 4 1 verbal  

36% 

 

9 0% 0 64 16 deverbal 
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On the practical level , the research has arrived at the following 

conclusions : 

1. The subject's performance on both tests indicates that  Iraqi EFL 

learners cannot distinguish between  gerund and  verbal noun , but 

they can identify deverbal noun. 

2. The subject's performance indicates that the grammatical terms 

gerund, verbal nouns, and deverbal nouns are problematic and 

difficult to master.  
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Appendix 

Test 

      This is a test to determine how well you distinguish between gerund 

, verbal nound , and deverbal nounns in English: 

We expect good and serious cooperation on your part. 

 

Part one (  

Identify the gerund , verbal noun , and deverbal nouns in the following 

sentences: 

1. She likes criticizing books. 

2.The arrival took placeon Thursday. 

3. Their acting in a nasty manner made me angry. 

4.The meeting will be next week. 
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5.His firing of william wasa mistake 

6.He is interested in writing novels. 

Part Two 

Use each of the following wordsin three sentences in thefirstone as a 

gerund , in the second as averbal noun and in the third as adeverbal 

noun 

meeting    

   building  
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 ماجستير في المغةالانكميزية / لغة
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 المستخمص
  verbal noun واسد  ال  د    deverbal nounسد   المتد م مدن ال  د  و الا Gerund الصد ح  ان المصدر   

. ان   nominalizationىي مصطمحات نحوحة    مم بالاسماء ال ي   كدون مدن الاا دا  ه وىدي اندواع م  م دة مدن 
لدح  مدن  ا  حا احر ىذه الاسماء ل  كحب م حن  حتك  اححاندا متدكمة بالنسدبة لم  ممدي الملادة الانكمحغحدة للادة اذنبحدة اذ

 السيولة ال نبؤ بم  اة اي منيماالانسب ل  كحب م حن.      
و الاسد   المتد م  Gerundالمصدر     اعرار ىذه الر اسة للا ض  قصي أ طاء الم  ممحن ال  اقححن ادي  اسد  را  

   verbal noun .واس  ال      deverbal nounمن ال    
لسنة ال اب ة اي قس  الملاة الإنكمحغحة اي كمحة الآراب ه ذام ة بلارار ه عحنة الر اسة    ا  حا ىا عتوائحا من طلاب ا

 . 2102-2102لم ا  الر اسي 
بصددو ة واع مددر الباحددث  ه  الذانددب النظدد ي لمر اسددة اتددا  الددن ال دد م بددحن ىددذه المصددطمحات اددي ال  كحددب والم نددن

  :اساسحة عمن  
Chomsky 's  Remarks on Nominalization   (1970)     
Quirk et al ' s  A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language   (1985)  

واس    deverbal nounو الاس   المت م من ال     Gerund الص ح المصر    ان اراء ال حنة حتح  الن ان
حة للاة ثانحة ولح  من السي  ىي مصطمحات نحوحة  سبب اتكالات لم  ممي الملاة الانكمحغ   verbal noun ال    

 ا قانيا وال مححغ بحنيا . 
ليمددا  صددائف ال  دد  ه و الاسدد   المتدد م مددن ال  دد    verbal noun واسدد  ال  دد   Gerundان  المصددر  

deverbal noun        .   ىو اس  مس ق  لح  لو  صائف ال 


