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Abstract

Castles have historically served as critical military defences. This research
examines the reasons and factors behind the development of castles, noting
that historical and military events in Iraq have influenced the evolution of
military architecture. Local governments and other authorities have
contributed to the construction and proliferation of castles, particularly in
the city of Al-Samawah. The city's geographical position—as a junction
between the sedimentary plain and the desert, as well as between the
southern and central regions of the country—along with the presence of
major roads and proximity to countries such as Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, has
made it a site of significant historical activity. Many castles in this region were
established during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, around
the end of Ottoman rule.
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