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Abstract

This research examines the practice of binding Qur’ans using
lacquered cardboard, aimed at protecting the book from damage
and maintaining its external appearance in accordance with its
significance. Binding was considered a function of the bookbinder
in Islamic manuscript production and complemented the roles of
calligraphers and painters, placing responsibility for page
preservation with the bookbinder. Initially, binding methods were
simple but evolved, becoming an art form with established
scientific and practical principles. The development advanced
notably with the discovery of lacquer (varnish) between the 9th
and 15th centuries, which was applied to various artistic objects
and contributed to their decorative quality. The use of lacquered
paper in binding expanded over successive periods, eventually
becoming recognised as an independent art. The distribution of
these products increased due to their affordability and ease of
manufacture, which aligned with economic factors and market
demands.
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