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Abstract

The cross served as a significant decorative motif among the ancient
peoples of Mesopotamia, predating Christianity in both Eastern and Western
regions. Its earliest instances can be traced to the Neolithic period, during which
it evolved through various forms and symbolic meanings over time. The motif
was present on pottery from the Samarra and Jemdet Nasr periods and
appeared as engravings on both flat and cylindrical seals. The cross occupied an
essential role in daily life, frequently depicted alongside deities or even acting
as a substitute for divine figures. Various styles of the cross emerged, including
the standard equal-armed cross, the Maltese cross, characterised by triangular
arms converging at the center, and the swastika featuring hooked ends.
Artefacts bearing the cross were diverse, spanning flat and cylindrical seals, clay
and stone statuettes, ivory items, tablets, steles, murals, and a wide array of

amulets. During the Assyrian era, the cross acquired sacred significance in the
city of Ashur, where it was extensively engraved on stone tablets and steles. It
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was also commonly worn by kings as protective amulets during military
campaigns and battles.
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Bipin R. Shah, Swastika was used in Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Age (*)
.cultures and its probable origin is from Astrology, p5
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