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Abstract:
This study outlines the principal types of manuscripts found in ancient
bookstores, which included public manuscripts intended for general
accessibility and placed in public libraries. Manuscripts vary by copying
method and format, including originals in the author's handwriting,
copies made from them, and those in the handwriting of scholars. Other
categories include Islamic, interim, unique, rare, historical, absolute,
collected, pretender, ambiguous, and illustrated manuscripts such as Al-
Mawqif and Al-Hajin. Private manuscripts, like Al-Khazani, were intended
as gifts for caliphs, sultans, or prominent individuals to be preserved in
private collections. These were available only to the recipient,
distinguished by their decoration, organisation, and an inscription
indicating the manuscript's treasury.
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