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Abstract:

The snake held an essential role in Mesopotamian civilisation, serving
as a symbol with various meanings. In cuneiform texts, snakes were
referenced as central to interpreting supernatural events and rituals related
to divination. Because divination was commonly practised in daily life, the
snake became associated with religious and magical beliefs aimed at
understanding the intentions of the gods and the effects of cosmic forces
on humans. Cuneiform divination texts often focused on phenomena
connected with nature, and the snake was one of several symbols used to
interpret occurrences. Some records indicate that a snake's appearance in
specific contexts was regarded as a sign from the divine, which could be
interpreted either as a warning or an indication of positive outcomes. The
snake was also linked to ideas such as immortality and renewal,
contributing to its presence in divination texts and magical practices.
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