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Abstract:
The city of Lagaba is recognised as a significant commercial hub in the second
millennium BC, according to information derived from cuneiform texts originating
from the region. As all available texts were unearthed through unauthorised
excavations, accurately determining the city's location remains challenging.
Consequently, current knowledge regarding Lagaba's geographic position is based
exclusively on references within these cuneiform records. Data from these sources
suggest that the town was situated north of Babylonia, between the capital city of
Babylon and Kutha (Tell Ibrahim), and in close proximity to Kutha.
The earliest documented reference to Lagaba dates back to the reign of King
Hammurabi, with its prominence continuing during the rule of King Samsu-iluna.
This evidence implies that the city was established during the Old Babylonian
period, as there is no indication of its existence prior to this era. Accordingly, any
study concerning the etymology of Lagaba should be conducted from an Akkadian
linguistic perspective, without recourse to Sumerian sources.
Information gleaned from the cuneiform texts provides valuable insight into the
geographical environment surrounding Lagaba. Notably, several clues indicate the
city's location along a riverbank. Numerous published documents further allude
to active navigation in the area. For instance, text LB 1076 discusses wheat
distribution among various individuals, including a sailor and a shipowner
(Leemans, 1960, pp. 80-81); text LB 1065 details the rental of two vessels
(Leemans, 1960, p. 94); and text LB 1093 records substantial quantities of wheat
shipped to Babylon via cargo ship under the supervision of Atl-bi-Samas, the
designated navigation agent (wakil-malahi) (Leemans, 1960, p. 84). This evidence
demonstrates that wheat was transported from Lagaba to Babylon, confirming the
existence of a waterway linking the two cities.
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