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A Critical Reading of Umberto Eco's
"Six Walks in the Narrative Wood"
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Abstract:
In his book Six Walks in the
Narrative Woods, Umberto Eco
(1932-2016) presented his conception
of the novel and the issues related to
it, comparing it to a forest and the
multiple spaces it suggests, such as
the open, the closed, the dense that
blocks the sunlight, the simple, the
terrifying, and the quiet. He
borrowed the concept of the forest
for the novel, for the suggestion it
contains of drawing imaginary
worlds related to the author and the
reader. Eco spoke in his book about
everything related to the novel and
its secrets, and pointed to
contemplating the narrative
structure in every novel in terms of
time and place and everything
related to the reader, the author,
and the reception. However, he did
not make for himself a special theory
in reading the novel, but rather
merely ideas that he put forward. He
compared the narrative worlds to a
walk in the forest and the wandering
that accompanies it, which has its
own flavor. For him, reading the
narrative text is more like a game
that gives meaning to the major
events that have happened or will
happen in the real world. He believes
that people resort to telling stories
and tales to escape from
Keywords: Six Walks in the
Narrative Woods, by Umberto Eco
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