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Research Abstract:
This study explores the impact of the hermeneutical (interpretive) method on the interpretation of the Qur’anic
text by tracing its historical development and conceptual transformations, culminating in its prominent presence
within modern Islamic discourse. The research begins by grounding the term in its Greek origins, derived from
the verb Hermeneuein, meaning "to interpret." It then examines the three major stages of hermeneutics—

classical, romantic, and philosophical—leading to its contemporary formulation as a philosophical methodology
that transcends literal interpretation toward a comprehensive understanding of texts within their temporal and
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cultural contexts. The study also investigates the multiple connotations of the term, ranging from interpretation
to exegesis and the theory of interpretation, while highlighting its conceptual intersections with Islamic
interpretive methodologies. On the applied level, the research analyzes the influence of hermeneutics in
interpreting the Qur’an within the modernist school of thought, focusing on two key concepts: "the plurality of
readings" and "the interpreter’s prior assumptions." Modernist thinkers argue that meaning is not fixed but
rather shaped by the reader’s context and perspective. This view is critically addressed from a traditional (usuli)
standpoint that emphasizes methodological discipline and acknowledges the possibility of interpretive diversity
within scholarly boundaries. The study concludes that while hermeneutics has contributed significantly to
interpretive approaches, its modernist application raises methodological concerns regarding the relativity of
meaning and the erosion of textual authority. The conclusion underscores the necessity of distinguishing
between legitimate methodological plurality and absolute relativism, which undermines the Qur’an’s intended
meaning and interpretive integrity.Keywords: Methodology - Hermeneutics - Modernity - Interpretation
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