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Abstract
Berke Khan, son of Jochi, son of Genghis Khan, is a pivotal figure in the history of the Muslim
Mongols. He combined his rich Tatar heritage with an emerging Islamic identity. He assumed the rule
of the Golden Horde (Kipchak) Khanate and succeeded in shifting its political and religious course
towards an Islamic alliance, a pivotal step in Islamic Mongol history. Berke converted to Islam under
the influence of Muslim jurists and preachers in Crimea and the Volga, and he was the first Mongol
prince to officially declare his conversion. This conversion led to a direct clash with the Ilkhanate in
Persia, which followed Buddhist and shamanic Mongolian traditions, especially after Hulagu Khan's
attack on Baghdad in 656 AH/1258 AD and his murder of the Abbasid Caliph. This angered Berke
Khan and generated direct hostility between the two parties. Berke Khan led a political and military
campaign to curb Ilkhanate influence, allying himself with the Mamluks in Egypt, particularly Sultan
Baibars, to form an Islamic front against Hulagu and his followers. This alliance marked a turning point

in the relationship between the Mongols and Islam, establishing a new model of Mongol rule, one
where  Muslim  Mongols adopted Islam  without abandoning the Mongol tribal
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structure. Administratively, Berke worked to consolidate the khanate's authority through a strong
financial and commercial system. He took advantage of the Kipchak's strategic location between East
and West, and focused on strengthening trade routes, improving the tax system, and strengthening
relations with the Islamic world.Upon his death in 1266, Berke Khan left a dual legacy: politically, as
a seasoned leader who engaged in decisive battles against his cousins, and religiously, as he paved the
way for the Islamization of the Mongol state, paving the way for the emergence of later Islamic Mongol
states such as the Kazan Khanate and the Bukhara Khanate.Keywords: Baraka Khan, Islam, awareness,

Islamic, Mongolian.
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