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Abstract
The research aims to clarify the role that internal audit plays in activating the responsibilities
of the Board of Directors in banks in order to achieve the effectiveness of banking
governance in Iraqi private commercial banks, and on this basis was highlighted the
theoretical concepts of internal audit and corporate governance in general and internal audit
and corporate governance in particular In order for the study to achieve the desired results, it
was supported by an applied study on a sample of private Iraqi commercial banks, which
allowed access to a set of results that were the most important. The internal audit function has
an important role in assessing the extent of the commitment of the board of directors and the
executive management to the principles of governance. The internal auditor should focus on
activating these principles and adhiering to them. The internal audit also has an important and
effective role in activating the responsibilities of the board of directors in the bank towards
banking governance. In banks, to submit a report on the internal audit progress to the Board’s
Audit Committee on the most important risks that the bank may face and affect its continuity
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for the purpose of avoiding it or reducing its effects and not being caught in the future. It also
requires ensuring the viability of governance for all stakeholders in the bank, integrating
internal audit with The parties responsible for governance, including the Board of Directors
and the External Audit and Oversight Committee.
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