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Abstract

When American independence was declared in 1776, America aspired to become a global empire. It began to
emerge as an independent power determined to build a modern state based on a robust economy that would
enable it to govern itself independently, independent of the need for assistance from other countries. On the other
hand, the United States considered itself part of European culture and an extension of its civilization. However,
the emergence of conflicts, rivalries, and blocs within the European continent led it at the beginning of the
nineteenth century to formulate a new system that would enable it to be a source of power, dominance, and
expansion across the vast American continent. To achieve this, it must build its own strength, adhering to a policy
of isolationism that would enable it to manage its domestic and foreign policy in a manner consistent with its
fundamental interests. The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 established this system, emphasizing non-interference in
international affairs and limiting itself to protecting its vital sphere, which did not extend beyond the borders of
the Americas. It also sent a warning to European powers that it would consider any European expansion into any
part of the Western Hemisphere an aggression that must be confronted with all force for the safety of the United
States.
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66 ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT.

that of Mexico, and deprecate a continuance of the chronic reign of disorder
there, a crisis has unhappily arrived, in which the performance of this duty
is embarrassed by the occurrence of civil commotions in our own country,
by which Mexico, in consequence of her proximity, is not unlikely to be
affected. The spirit of discontent seems, at last, to have crossed the border,
and to be engaged in an attempt to overthrow the authority of this govern-
ment in some paris of the country which adjoin the Mexican republic. It is
much to be fearad that new embarrassments of the relations of the two
countries will happen when authority so long prostrated on the Mexican
side finds the power of the United States temporarily suspended on this side
of the frontier. Whatever evils shall thus occur, it is much to be feared
will be aggravated by the intervention of the Indians, who have been
heretofore with difficulty restrained from violence, even while the federal
authority has been adequately maintained.

Both of the governments must address themselves to this new and annoy-
ing condition of things, with common dispositions to mitigate its evils and
abridge its duration as much as possible.

The President does not expect that you will allude to the origin or causes
of our domestic difficulties in your intercourse with the government of
Mexico, although that government will rightfully as well as reasonably ask
what are his expectations of their course and their end. On the contrary,
the President will not suffer the representatives of the United States to
engage in any discussion of the merits of those difficulties in the presence
of foreign powers, much less to invoke even their censure against those
of our follow-citizens who have arrayed themselves in opposition to its
authority.

But you are irstructed to assure the government of Mexico that these
difficulties, having arisen out of no deep and permanent popular discontent,
either in regard to our system of government itself, or to the exercise of its
authority, and being attended by social evils which are as ruinous as they
are unnecessary, while no organic change thas is contemplated could pos-
sibly bring to any portion of the American people any advantages of
security, peace, prosperity, or happiness equal to those which the federal
Union so effectually guaranties, the President confidently believes and
expects that the people of the United States, in the exercise of the wisdom

3 that hitherto has mever failed them, will specedily and in a constitutional
way adopt all necessary remedies for the restoration of the public peace
and the preservation of the federal Union.

The success of this government in conducting affairs to that consumma-
tion may depend in some small degree on the action of the government and
people of Mexico in this new emergency. The President coald not fail to
see that Mexico, instead of being benefited by the prostration or the
obstruction of federal authority in this country, would be exposed by it to
new and fearful dangers. On the other hand, a condition of anarchy in
Mexico must necessarily operate as a seduction to those who are conspiring
against the integrity of the Union_to seek strength and aggrandizement for
themselves by conquests in Mexico and other parts of Spanish America.
Thus, even the dullest observer is at last able to see what was long ago
distinctly seen by those who are endowed with any considerable per-
spicacity, that peace, order, and constitutional authority in each and all of
the several republics of this continent are rot exclusively an interest of
any one or more of them, but a common and indispensable interest of them
all.

This sentiment will serve as a key to open to you, in every case, the pur-
poses, wishes, and expectations of the President in regard to your mission
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which, I hardly need to say, he considers at this juncture perhaps the most
interesting and important one within the whole circle of our international
relations.

The President of the United States does mot know, and he will not con-
sent to know, with prejudice or undue favor any political party, religious
class, or sectional interest in Mexico. He regrets that anything should
have occurred to disturb the peaceful and friendly relations of Mexico with
some of the foreign States lately represented at her capital. He hopes
most sincerely that those relations may be everywhere renewed and re-
invigorated, and tizat the independence and soverecignty of Mexico and the
government which her people seem at last to have accepted, after so many
conflicts, may be now universally acknowledged and respected.

Taking into view the actual condition and circumstances of Mexico, as
well as those of the United States, the President is fully satisfied that the
safety, welfare, and happiness of the latter would be more effectually pro-
moted if the former should retain its complete integrity and independence,
than they could be by any dismemberment of Mexico, with a transfer or
diminution of its sovereigaty, even though thereby a portion or the whole
of the country or its soverzignty should be transferred to the United States
themselves. The Presidert is moreover well aware that the ability of the
zovernment and people of Mexico to preserve and maintain the integrity
and the sovereignty of tke republic might be very much impaired, under
existing circumstances, by hostile or unfriendly action on the part of the
government or of the peogple of the United States. If he needed any other
incentive to practice justice and eguality towards Mexico, it would be
found in the reflection that the very contention and strife in our own
country which at this moment excite so much domestic disquietude and
so much surprise throughout a large part of the world, could probably
never have happened if Mexico had always been able to maintain with firm-
ness real and unquestionec sovereignty and independerce. But if Mexico
has heretofore been more unfortunate in these respects than many other
modern nations, there are still circumstances in her case which justify a
hope that her sad experience may be now coming t> an end. Mexico
really has, or ougzht to have, no enemies. The world is deeply interested in
the development of her agricultural, and especially her mineral and com-
mercial, resources, while it holds in high respect. the simple virtues and
heroism of her people, and, above all, their inextinguishable love of civil
liberty.

The President, therefore, will use all proper influence to favor the restora-
tion of order and authority in Mexico, and, so far as it may be in his power,
he will prevent incursions and every other form of aggression by citizens
of the United States against Mexico. But he enjoins you to employ your
best efforts in convincing the government of Mexico and even the people,
if, with its approwval, you can reach them, that the surest guaranty of their
safety against such aggressions is to be found in a permanent restoration
of the authority of that government. If, on the other hand, it shall appear
in the sequel that the Mexican people are only now ressing a brief season
to recover their wasted energies sufficiently to lacerate themselwes with
new domestic conflicts, then it is to be feared that not orly the government
of the United States but many other governments will fiad it impossible to
prevent a resort to that magnificent country of a class of persons, unhappily
too numerous everywhere, who are accustomed to ,suppose that visionary
schemes of public interest, aggrandizement, or reform will justify even
lawless invasion and aggression.

In connexion with this pcint it is proper that you should be informed that
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