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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) strategy in
developing critical thinking skills among students at the University of Baghdad. The study adopted a
quasi-experimental design, where a sample of (156) students from different majors (scientific and
humanities) and academic levels (first—fourth year) was selected. The participants were divided into
two groups: an experimental group taught using the PBL strategy and a control group taught using
traditional methods. The Watson—Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal (WGCTA) was employed as
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the main instrument to measure five dimensions of critical thinking: analysis, inference and deduction,
interpretation and evaluation, decision-making and problem-solving, and creativity and innovation.

The results indicated that the application of the PBL strategy significantly enhanced students’ critical
thinking across all dimensions, with no statistically significant differences attributed to gender,
academic major, or academic year. Based on these findings, the study recommends integrating PBL
into university curricula and providing training for faculty members to implement it effectively,
thereby improving the quality of higher education in Iraq.
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