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Visions from a Religious and Civilizational Perspective

A Descriptive Study
Emad Salem Salman Muhammad Al-Khazraji

Abstract
Visions have played a significant role in shaping many historical, cultural, and religious events, influencing their
course. They have also occupied a significant portion of the concerns and thinking of Islamic society, and their
effects continue to this day. Indeed, many of today's inventions and civilizational achievements were, in the past,
merely a kind of dream or imagination that perhaps haunted humanity and which it sought to realize in practical
reality. Perhaps what has been written about visions has mostly dealt only with its religious aspects, and has not
addressed its influence in shaping many historical events, nor has it addressed its moral and psychological aspects
and its impact on the public. Civilizations and religions have been interested in visions because of what they hold
for them of future matters, and they have passed down stories of visions and their events from one generation to
the next, so they became part of their heritage and intellectual history. These stories were mixed with myths,
superstitions and beliefs of ancient nations, until Islam came, and the indications were clear in the Holy Quran
and the books of the Prophet’s Sunnah, which also came to explain and point to visions, their interpretation and
cognitive significance. For this, specific conditions were set for those who interpret visions, some of which differ
from what they were in the past according to the new concept and Islamic view of visions. As for the difference
between visions and sightings, visions “are specific to what occurs in sleep, and the difference between them is
in the feminine letter, such as closeness and proximity, which is the impression of the image descending from the
horizon of the imagination to the common sense”.
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