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This study addresses the critical examination of Qur’anic readings by exploring the perspectives of three major
scholarly trends in Islamic intellectual heritage: grammarians, hadith scholars, and exegetes. The research
focuses on analyzing the critical methodology employed by each group in dealing with the Qur’anic readings—
whether in terms of performance accuracy, authenticity of transmission, or conformity to linguistic norms.The
study reviews the positions of leading grammarians such as Sibawayh, Al-Akhfash, Al-Mubarrad, and Al-
Zajjaj, highlighting their strict stance toward readings that deviate from established grammatical rules, despite
their acknowledgment that Qur’anic readings are a transmitted tradition. In contrast, the research reveals that
hadith scholars, such as Imam Ahmad, expressed reservations about certain aspects of recitation
performance—particularly in the case of Hamzah’s reading—without disputing the validity of the mutawatir
transmission. Additionally, the study analyzes the exegetical approach of scholars like Al-Tabari, Al-
Zamakhshari, and Ibn ‘Atiyyah, who engaged in critical evaluation through interpretive reasoning, linguistic
preference, and contextual consistency, all while acknowledging the authority of transmitted readings.The
research concludes that the diversity of methodologies in critiquing Qur’anic readings reflects the richness and
integrative nature of Islamic thought. Balancing the authority of tawatur (mass transmission) with the power
of linguistic analysis emerges as a nuanced scholarly challenge that merits careful and objective study, free

from overgeneralization or dismissal.
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