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Political life in the city of Najaf in the book “Al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al-Najaf”
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This research aims to study and analyze the political life in the city of Najaf during the period (1915-1920 AD),
as mentioned in the book "Al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al-Najaf" by Dr. Hassan Issa Al-Hakim, as it is an important
local source that combines historical documentation and analytical vision. This research is divided into three
sections. The first section deals with Najaf's position on the British presence during World War I (1915-1917
AD), shedding light on the position of the religious authority in the city of Najaf, the local and tribal leaderships,
as well as the political, economic and social factors that shaped those positions. The second chapter deals with
the events of the 1918 revolution, the accompanying killing of the Marshal Captain and the declaration of the
siege on the city of Najaf. The doctor explains the reasons for its outbreak and the mechanisms of popular
mobilization, and mentions the reactions of the British authorities and Najaf's position on their policies. The
third chapter deals with the 1920 revolution in the city of Najaf according to the vision of Dr. Hassan Issa Al-

Hakim, analyzing Najaf's interaction with the revolution, the role of the religious authorities and leaders, and
explaining the policy of the British authorities towards those events. The study relied on an analytical historical
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research method based on a critical reading of the texts of Al-Mufassal, placing them in their chronological,
social and political context, and comparing them with other contemporary sources to highlight the accuracy and
credibility of what Dr. Hassan Issa Al-Hakim presented in his book Al-Mufassal. There were many sources
supporting what the doctor presented. The study reached the conclusion that what Dr. Al-Hakim presented
represents a rich local historical documentation that clearly reflects the specificity of the Najaf experience during
that era. It highlights the role of the religious authority in Najaf and its role in Iraq in general in terms of guidance
and issuing fatwas (the fatwa of jihad). It also highlights the role of Najaf's leaders and sheikhs in shaping the
course of events. Najaf and its society were known during that era as a source of revolutions and opposition to
the British authorities. Keywords: Dr. Hassan Issa Al-Hakim - Najaf - Revolution - Religious Authority -
Leaders and Sheiks - British authorities.
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