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Abstract: Administrative discretion constitutes a fundamental pillar in
the study of administrative law, representing the framework that grants
public authorities the flexibility to make decisions that best serve the
public interest while respecting legal, social, and ethical principles.

Judicial oversight over administrative discretion is a crucial mechanism
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to ensure compliance with legal limits, protect individual and collective

rights, and prevent abuse of power.

This study focuses on analyzing the interactive relationship between
administrative discretion and judicial control in both Iraq and Jordan,
through an examination of national legislation, constitutions, judicial
precedents, and contemporary legal theories. The research aims to
clarify the scope of discretion granted to public authorities, the
mechanisms of judicial oversight, and the legal tools available to
maintain a balance between administrative freedom and rights

protection.

Employing a comparative analytical methodology, the study analyzes
Iragi and Jordanian legal texts, reviews judicial case law, and
investigates practical applications of administrative discretion and
judicial review. Special attention is given to key legal principles, such as
the principle of legality, the principle of fairness, and the principle of
proportionality, and their role in guiding administrative decisions and

evaluating them judicially.

The study concludes that both Iraqi and Jordanian legal systems
recognize administrative discretion as an inherent right; however, the
scope of this discretion differs according to legal constraints and judicial
oversight practices. The research further demonstrates that judicial

review in both systems balances formal procedural scrutiny with
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substantive evaluation of administrative decisions, although nuanced

differences exist in the methods of judicial intervention.

The study also provides practical recommendations to enhance the
effectiveness of judicial oversight over administrative discretion,
including the unification of legal and procedural standards, the
development of judicial training in evaluating administrative decisions,
and conducting periodic comparative studies to refine oversight

mechanisms in line with legal and social developments.

Overall, this research offers a comprehensive knowledge base for
understanding the nature of administrative discretion and judicial
oversight, serving as an academic reference that enriches comparative
administrative law studies and supports researchers, judges, and
policymakers in designing policies and procedures that balance

administrative freedom with the protection of citizens' legal rights.

Keywords:Administrative Discretion,Judicial Oversight, Administrative
Law, lraqi Law, Jordanian Law, Principle of Legality, Principle of
Fairness, Principle of Proportionality, Judicial Precedent, Comparative

Studies
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