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The effect of the idea enrichment strategy on the achievement of
fifth—grade middle school students in geography and their
reflective thinking

Extended by Hazem Mohammed Hussein

Ministry of Education [ First Karkh Education Directorate.
Abstract

The present study seeks to examine the impact of the idea
enrichment strategy on both the academic performance of fifth—grade
students in geography and the development of their reflective thinking
skills. The research sample was drawn from fifth—grade students
enrolled at Yemen Secondary School for Boys: under the authority of
the First Karkh Directorate of Education in Baghdad:. during the
academic year 2024-2025. The participants were intentionally selected
from the literary branch. with two out of four available classes
designated for the study. One class was assigned as the experimental
group and the other as the control group. The total sample consisted of
65 students—33 in the experimental group and 32 in the control
group.To ensure equivalence between the groups: the researcher
controlled for variables such as intelligence« chronological age« and
reflective thinking. An achievement test was developed. comprising 4(
items designed in alignment with the curriculum content and cognitive
objectives (knowledge. comprehension. and application). In addition: a
reflective thinking test of 15 items was constructed. Data analysis was
carried out using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS.

version 21). The findings indicated that students in the experimental
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group outperformed their peers in the control group. The results
demonstrated that students in the experimental group« who were taught
through the idea enrichment strategy. achieved higher scores in the
reflective thinking test compared to those in the control group who were
taught by conventional methods. In light of these findings: the
researcher recommends incorporating the idea enrichment strategy into
the teaching of geographyc as it contributes positively to the
development of students’ reflective thinking. To address the research
objectives. the following null hypotheses were formulated:
1.There are no statistically significant differences at the (.05 level
between the mean achievement scores of students taught using the
idea enrichment strategy (experimental group) and those taught using
the conventional method (control group).
2.There are no statistically significant differences at the (0.005 level
between the mean scores of the experimental group taught through the
idea enrichment strategy and the control group taught by the traditional
method in reflective thinking.
Keywords: idea enrichment strategy: reflective thinking: fifth—grade
middle school students Geography.
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