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Abstract.The consignee is considered one of the principal parties in the
legal relationship arising from the contract of maritime carriage, even
though he is not always a direct party to the contract itself. The
consignee is the person to whom the goods are addressed and
expected to receive them upon arrival. He acquires a special legal
status derived from the nature of the maritime contract, the principle of
privity of contract, and the specific rules set out in international
conventions and national legislation. This study aims to clarify the legal
regulation of the consignee’s position by examining his rights and
obligations and analyzing the legal basis that grants him the right to
take action against the carrier, especially in cases of loss, damage, or
delay. The study also addresses the issue of notice of damage or loss,
the consequences of failure to notify, and its impact on strengthening
the carrier’s position, in addition to the consignee’s liability regarding
the receipt of goods and the payment of freight or dues. The research
relies on an analytical approach to the provisions of the Iraqi Maritime
Code, comparing them with the rules set forth in the Hamburg Rules of
1978, to assess the extent of legal protection afforded to the consignee
and to highlight the differences in legal treatment.The study concludes
that the Iraqi legislator has granted the consignee a distinguished legal

position that ensures adequate judicial protection in the event of a
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breach by the carrier. However, some obligations remain vaguely
defined, leading to potential practical complications. Therefore, the
study recommends amending certain legal provisions and adopting
unified rules based on modern international conventions to establish a
balanced legal framework between the consignee and the carrier.

Keywords: Consignee , Bill of Lading , Maritime Transport.
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