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Abstract: “ “

This research aims to explore one of the postmodern theories,
namely the theory of readers and reception. Jauss called it recep-
tion theory or reception aesthetics. This theory grants the recipient
the right to interact with the text to complete the process of literary
creation, whereas contextual approaches were focused exclusively
on the author, while systemic approaches focused their greatest at—

tention on the text as a closed, self-sufficient structure.
The research examined one of the foundations of reception theory,
embodied in breaking the horizon of expectation, according to

%, Jauss, one of the two poles of this theory, which was formed by Hans
Robert Jauss and Wolfgang Eise. The choice focused on a text from

the ancient Arab heritage in an attempt to approach it critically in
light of the aesthetics of reception and interpretation, and to examine
the horizon of expectation and the disappointments of waiting
for the recipient. The text revealed the existence of three types of
disappointments or The break in the recipient’s expectations: the
first / breaking the horizon of psychological expectation. The text in
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the second pattern referred to breaking the horizon of ideological
expectation. As for the third pattern, the linguistic methods were

aligned to reveal the way in which the recipient’s horizon of

expectation was broken, so it bore the title of breaking the horizon
of stylistic expectation.
The research is based on a cognitive problem that lies in a series
of questions: Is there a relationship between the theory of reading
and reception in the ancient critical heritage and the foundations
of this theory in its Western version? Was the terminological
diversity between them merely in terms, or was there a difference
in essence? Can the text (the subject of application) reveal to us the
disappointments of the recipient's expectations and the shattering
of his horizon of expectation?
Keywords: Modernity, receptiontheory, receptionaesthetics, interpretation.
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