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The role of the media in combating extremism and strengthening
national identity: Iraq as a model

Prof. Dr. Ammar Hamid Yassin Prof. Dr. Abeer Siham Mahdi
College of Political Science/University of Baghdad

The media plays an effective role in rejecting extremism and violence in
all its forms. Effective media is one of the important means that can be used to
enhance the spirit of peaceful coexistence and brotherhood among the
components and sectors of society by publishing articles and holding ongoing
awareness programs and seminars with the aim of getting rid of fanaticism and
extremism and working to push society to Living together and consolidating the
principles of coexistence, peace and harmony.

There is no doubt that the media technology revolution that the world is
witnessing has turned all the scales and the media has become an essential pillar
in building societal components in terms of what satellite channels broadcast in
terms of the spirit of the stereotypical image related to the events taking place in
the world, in addition to social media and its contribution to the highest values
of knowledge, criticism and review. And self-dialogue, which are the values
from which any cultural development project begins, In view of the qualitative
development that has occurred in the way social networks are used from being a
tool for entertainment and communication to a tool for theorizing, organizing,
and leading, then to an effective means of conveying events, and a primary
source for global media, that is, social media has begun to play an important role
in preparing the requirements for change through The path to creating awareness
and its new intellectual patterns, and because the media is an effective and
integrated tool, its performance must be activated to consolidate the basic
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constants of media institutions, In addition to its fundamental role in combating
the phenomenon of terrorism and intellectual extremism, based on the fact that
the new reality and its future possibilities have created important and dangerous
challenges and placed the responsibility of media institutions to confront and
deal with them in the present and future, especially with increasing expectations
that these challenges will grow in the future.

The importance of the research: The importance of the research lies in
highlighting the role of all Iragi media in spreading the culture of dialogue and
peaceful coexistence among members of Iraqi society to confront violence,
terrorism, and extremism that aims to dismantle the social fabric and disrupt the
patterns of societal balances, which negatively affects the strengthening of
national unity.

Research objective: The research aims to:

-Recognizing the importance of the role that the media plays in combating
extremism and strengthening national identity.

-ldentifying the most important factors that push the media to spread tolerance.
The research problem: The research problem stems from the fact that there is a
close relationship between the media and identity, as the media is considered the
cornerstone in building and developing identity, as media technology in modern
societies contributes to building social and national ties and influencing the
patterns of societal cultures, as there is a general sense of shared national
identity. It imposes a specific awareness and understanding of what national
identity is, helps convey common symbols, and spreads a sense of collective
culture, It contributes to establishing a sense of belonging, brotherhood, and
national and collective commitment.

What is meant by extremism, and what are its causes -

Can terrorism survive without media? Does the media help spread terrorist
culture?

How can the media contribute to rejecting extremism? -

How can the media enhance national identity? —

Research hypothesis: The media plays important roles in combating various
forms of extremism and its negative repercussions on the societal structure on
the one hand, and on the other hand it contributes to strengthening the
capabilities of strategic action to promote the specificity of national cohesion
and integration within the societal structure, which in itself is one of the
components of national unity.

Research methodology: The research was based on the inductive approach in
describing the implications of the study and analyzing the nature of the
relationship between the variables of the study, as well as the descriptive
analytical approach in order to achieve the sober scientific method in addressing
the contents of the research and its conceptual problems and reaching inferences
with scientific results that serve the goals envisaged behind the research.
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Research structure: The study was divided into two main sections, in addition
to the introduction and conclusion. The first section dealt with the role of the
media in confronting extremism, and the second section focused on the role of
the media in strengthening national identity.

Keywords: media, extremism, national identity, peaceful coexistence, Irag.
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