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Abstract

The contemporary world has witnessed radical transformations in the nature of
human interaction due to the growing role of social media, which has become
influential in community security issues. On the one hand, these sites have helped
promote peaceful coexistence, while on the other, they have been exploited to sow
division among coexisting groups. Kirkuk Governorate, located in northern Iraqg,
stands out as a case study. The 2024 provincial council elections contributed to the
spread of fake campaigns on social media aimed at sowing division among
members of society. However, due to security intervention, they failed to monitor
and hold accountable anyone exploiting these platforms to spread news that would
undermine social security. In addition, local activists have campaigned to spread a
culture of tolerance and acceptance of others, along with a community awareness
that rejects any form of discrimination. The results indicate that the management of
digital social security in Kirkuk has provided a model that can be generalized to
diverse regions with similar characteristics, as well as developing proactive
mechanisms to address future digital challenges.
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