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The Impact of Modern Media on National Identity — An Analytical Study
Institution:
College of Political Science — Al-Mustansiriya University
Summary:

This research explores the evolving role of media in shaping national identity,
starting from traditional media during the Soviet era to the rise of digital media in
the 21st century. It highlights how media was historically used as a propaganda
tool—such as the Soviet media campaigns against the U.S. intervention in
Vietnam—and how the digital age has transformed the influence and scope of
media.

The study emphasizes the impact of these media developments on Iragi youth,
especially during adolescence, where excessive engagement with virtual platforms
has led to social isolation and a crisis in national identity—caught between loyalty,
confusion, or detachment. Modern media now plays a key role not only in
information delivery but also in shaping attitudes, values, and social behaviors.

The research uses various methodologies, including descriptive-analytical,
historical, and comparative approaches, to analyze how media evolution interacts
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with the formation and preservation of national identity. The first axis of the study
defines national identity from linguistic, psychological, and sociocultural
perspectives, underlining its critical importance for societal unity and resilience in
the face of globalization and cultural homogenization.
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