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The Portrayal of Imam Ali in the Battles of Siffin and Nahrawan in
the Thought of Ibadi Scholars: A Selective Study of Al-Qalhati’s Al-

Kashf wal-Bayan
Dr. Ageel Yousif Saud Al-Sultan
Ministry of Education / Open Educational College - Al-Qurna

Abstract

This study explores the portrayal of Imam Ali (PBUH) in the battles of Siffin
and Nahrawan from the perspective of one of the foremost Ibadi scholars, Al-
Qalhati, as presented in his work Al-Kashf wal-Bayan. The importance of this
research lies in its focus on the Ibadi viewpoint based directly on their own
writings, rather than relying on sectarian Islamic literature, which often reflects the
biases of its authors rather than the authentic beliefs of the Ibadi community.
Overall, the depiction of Imam Ali (PBUH) in these battles, according to Al-
Qalhati, appears to be unconventional and problematic, inviting critical scrutiny
and debate.
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