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Abstract:
This study explores the methodology of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi
(d. 1«1 AH/vy.4 CE) in Quranic interpretation, focusing on his
transformationfromintellectual debate toaspiritual and philosophical
dimension in his renowned exegesis, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Keys to
the Unseen), The study addresses three main axes that reflect the
uniqueness of al-Razi’s approach and his contribution to enriching
Quranic exegesis, First, it analyzes the concept of interpretation
(ta’wil) in al-Razi’s work, which relies on linguistic, religious, and
cultural tools to uncover the deeper meanings of Quranic texts.
Al-Razi demonstrates his ability to balance literal and figurative
meanings, particularly in interpreting terims such as “hand” and “face”
using figurative language (majaz) to affirm God’s transcendence
over anthropomorphisim, grounded in Arabic linguistics, rhetoric,
and principles of jurisprudence. Second, the study examines al-
Razi's dialectical approach to the disjointed letters (huruf mugatta®a)
at the beginnings of Quranic surahs, where he presents opposing
views—whether they are divine secrets or carry comprehensible
meanings—supporting each with textual evidence from the
Quran and Sunnah, as well as rational arguments that foster critical
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thinking, This approach reflects his ability to create an intellectual
dialogue that respects diverse perspectives. Third, the study focuses
on al-Razi's use of the philosophical imagination, which bridges
the realms of the visible and the unseen by crafting mental images
rooted in sensory perception and cognitive imagination, thereby
deepening the understanding of ambiguous texts and ensuring their
relevance across eras, The study adopts a critical analytical approach,
analyzing al-Razi’s texts in Mafatih al-Ghayb, comparing his views
with those of Tslamic theological schools such as the Mu‘tazila and
Ash*arites, and examining the influence of linguistic and cultural
contexts. The study concludes that al-Razi’s Subtract: al-Razi’s
methodology represents a unique model in the Islamic tradition,
blending linguistic precision, philosophical depth, and spirituality,
rendering the Quranic text vibrant and relevant to contemporary
contexts. The study contributes to reviving the Islamic heritage and
activating it in contemporary intellectual discourse, emphasizing the
role of interpretation as a bridge between the text and reality, and its
capacity to deepen religious and intellectual awareness.
Keywords: Interpretation, Dialectics, Spirituality, Figurative Language,
Philosophical Imagination
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