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Abstract:

Sea songs and arts in Iraq, specifically (Basra), and the Arab Gulf form part of the popular folk and authentic
heritage music, and they hold great significance in specific regions of southern Iraq. Not only that, but they have
extended to most neighboring regions of Iraq. These arts emerged from the people of areas close to and associated
with the sea in the Gulf countries. They reflected a simple society whose livelihood depended on the sea's
resources through fishing, diving, trade, and working on ships and boats, among other activities. However,
cultural, social, and climatic diversity, alongside the docking of ships in Gulf and Basra ports and the influx of
various peoples and labor forces, all contributed to the development of these arts and their spread to other parts
of the world.Through our research study, we were able to gain knowledge of an important part of this singing and
the arts that date back to ancient times. We did not limit ourselves to a specific aspect; rather, we covered all the
variations and ethnicities of these arts and the spectrum of their pioneers, who together formed a mosaic of
performative diversity. Undoubtedly, they added a special character to maritime musical performance, imbued
with an authentic, evolving artistic heritage, as they preserved it over the years. Hence, we summarize the findings
of the research in brief: it included details about Iraqi vocal arts throughout history and some types of Iraqi
regional singing in a concise manner. We then explored the Abbasid era and its impact on Iraqi singing, and also
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delved into Gulf singing, particularly maritime singing, and the close ties with southern Iraqi regions from the
Sumerian era and neighboring areas up to the present day.We explored the musical arts of the sea in Iraq and the
Arabian Gulf, particularly in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, highlighting the art of Al-Nahmah and the voice. We
also examined the types of rhythms and both religious and secular rituals shared between the two countries, as
well as the predominant artistic commonalities found in sea songs in the Arabian Gulf and Iraq. Additionally,
attention was given to the most prominent dances and clapping patterns that align with these shared arts, ultimately
leading to the desired general conclusions aimed at achieving the objectives of our research. We also provided
some recommendations and suggestions that may serve complementary or future studies to support Arab musical
and singing heritage in general. Keywords: Artistic commonalities, sea songs, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Al-Nahmabh,
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