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The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Combating Intellectual Extremism

Rana Ammar Saeed /College of Law/ Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq University
Shatha Ali Ahmed/ College of Law/ University of Hilla

Abstract

In an era of growing ideological challenges and rising extremism threats, relying solely on security measures
is insufficient. Intellectual extremism, with its exclusionary and hostile nature, demands a comprehensive
societal response based on awareness, dialogue, and openness.

This study analyzes the role of civil society organizations (CSOs) in countering extremism as key non-
governmental actors capable of influencing social and ideological environments. It examines the conceptual
framework of extremism, the legal nature of CSOs, and their role in intellectual security. The research
highlights both their successes and challenges, including legal, financial, and organizational constraints.

The study concludes that empowering CSOs requires political will, legislative reform, and a strategic
partnership between the state and society. A sustainable approach to intellectual security must focus on internal
resilience rather than top-down control, fostering a more inclusive and aware society.

Keywords: Intellectual extremism, civil society organizations, intellectual security, combating extremis.
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