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ABSTRACT
*Correspondence: The stylistic technique of Mukhatala (artful evasion) is closely aligned
hmed.abd@ircoedu.ucbaghdad.edu.i . . " | :
LE T R;rci‘i’je;‘:“{’4iugjst623;5 with 'Udul (deviation) and the strategy of "breaking the horizon of
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Published: 01 November 2025 expectation.” It operates by subtly manipulating the sequential flow of
bor: meaning to create a mental gap, thereby astonishing the reader.

https://doi.org/10.31185 /wjfh.Vol21.1ss4.1208

Crucially, Mukhatala differs because it is driven by the sender’s

|® ® | deliberate intent, allowing the author to fully control the narrative’s

unfolding. This contrasts with "breaking the horizon of expectation,”

This article is an open access article distributed

under the terms and conditions of the Creative which rests on the recipient's surprising reaction. Though the author
Commons Attribution License (CC BY 4.0)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ may prompt this reaction, the reader’s spontaneous response is the core
of the technique.
Arabic rhetoric offers many such inventive devices. Indeed, the very
Cite: definition of Balagha (rhetoric)—"conforming to the state of the
Al-Daraji, A. A. A. (n.d.). The Subtlety of
Mukhatala (Artful Evasion). Wasit Journal for addressee"—emphasizes creating innovative texts. These texts
Human Sciences, 21(4).
https://dol.JISAI0.31185 /wifh.Vol2 LLsuElS intentionally move beyond conventional narrative to forge striking,

unexpected paradoxes. This research highlights a selection of these

brilliant rhetorical styles.
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