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This study explores various aspects of the Sasanian kings' treatment of their state
officials and family members, relying primarily on historical literary texts, especially the
writings of Al-Jahiz. The research addresses six main themes: the kings’ keen efforts to
keep state and personal secrets; the precise methods they employed to test the loyalty
and integrity of their officials in safeguarding secrets, royal sanctity, and allegiance; their
wise policy of overlooking minor faults and mistakes; their appreciation and honoring
of loyal and faithful individuals; and the special signs they used to end their court
sessions. Each theme is supported with historical narratives and compared with similar
texts from the Arab-Islamic heritage to highlight similarities and differences in
governance and political concepts.
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