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Henderson's position on German demands in Poland

University of Kufa/ College of Arts/ Department of History "

ansamgqaishussein@gmail.com
Supervised by
Prof. Dr. Rabie Haider Thaher
Abstract

Neville Henderson's view had based on the possibilities of the Anglo-
German agreement and the linking of the Sudetenland to arms
control, as he was convinced that Germany would not deal with it
"until its problem is settled."

Henderson agreed with the principle of the vital force of German
unity and the oppression of Versailles, which meant his acceptance

Ansam Qais Hussein Waraq AR-rabia'awi i
f

of the right of three million Germans, who form the majority in the ;
3

land of the Czech Sudetenland to obtain greater autonomy, as he
believed that the solution of the Sudeten problem would require a
much longer time than was available There may be preparations for
another world war.

British documents indicate that Henderson made unremitting efforts

during the crucial period between the annexation and the "May crisis"

to comply with his instructions about Czechoslovakia, and at a time e
when Henderson and his political masters in London were fearing T
German military intervention to extract concessions from Prague, but

he did not He uses the argument of British military weakness to
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justify his diplomatic efforts during the Sudeten crisis because he was

and will continue to be convinced of the ethics of the Sudeten cause.
Although British behaviour did not indicate that London would go to
war for the Czechs, Henderson was furious at pointing out that his
efforts had been unsatisfactory, and it was clear at the time that the
British Cabinet believed that an impression of firmness would deter
Hitler from a possible attack.

Keywords: Neville Henderson , Munich Conference , Halifax.
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