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Abstract

This scientific research aimed to identify:

1. The level of rational selfishness among students residing in university
dormitories.

2. The statistically significant differences in rational selfishness among

dormitory students according to the variable of gender.

The research sample was limited to (330) male and female students residing in the
dormitories of the University of Karbala, selected randomly using equal distribution
for the academic year (2024/2025).

To achieve the research objectives, the two researchers:

Developed a Rational Selfishness Scale based on the theory of Ayn Rand (1964),
consisting of (20) items. The psychometric properties of the scale were extracted, and
the reliability coefficient using Cronbach’s alpha reached (0.86).

The researchers used appropriate statistical methods for analysis, relying on the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). After completing the application
of the scale, the results revealed that:

Dormitory students exhibit rational selfishness according to gender

Based on the analytical and statistical results, the researchers recommended the
following:

1. Encouraging supervisors in the dormitories to support students in facing
psychological and behavioral challenges by adopting guidance strategies based on
respecting moral diversity and understanding the internal motives of behavior

The researchers also suggested:

1. Studying the relationship between rational selfishness and aspects of
psychological and social adjustment among dormitory students to identify the impact
of this type of thinking on the quality of university life.

2. Conducting comparative studies between dormitory and non-dormitory
students in terms of levels of rational selfishness to understand the effect of the living
environment on value formation.
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