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Abstract: In ancient Arabic poetry, the quarrel is the poetic

exchange between poet brothers and sisters, and it carries
the purpose of satire for various reasons, and it is no
different from poetic contrasts. In terms of form and subject
matter, it differs in style and wording, and in it the two
parties are keen to exchange reproach and blame in a
manner that avoids insults and curses. This term was
popular among ancient Arab critics and was also used by
jurists for religious guidance

doi: https://doi.org/10.63797/bjh.
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Conclusion : In the previous pages, we traced the poetic contrasts, or as the author
of the Book of Songs calls them, the conflict between two dedicated, brotherly poets.
We presented them in a comparative study of verses laden with simple, smooth, and
sweet language, far removed from complexity and grandeur. In these verses, the two
poets converged on artistic and thematic elements of poetry. From the outset, we
found them to be identical in meter, meter, and poetic rhyme.

The poetic verses exchanged between them were more like a personal dialogue
between a brother and his brother, each responding to the other with arguments and
evidence, and the main topic between them was money, despite the difference in the
occasion. Sometimes the money was between the two brothers, and other times it was
between the two brothers and their sister, and the poet Sakhr bin Habna was the one
who started the attack on his sister Al-Mughira, and neither of them lacked courage
and poetic ability.

In this study, we were oscillating between the arts of Arabic rhetoric, the skillful
poetic formulation, and the beauty of linguistic coordination. We relied on a lexical
field rich with synonymous meanings that carry connotations of reproach, blame, and
justification. We found the organized repetition of words with the rhyming

128



{ 2025 (AGl G — AN ¢ 3adl —aal 1 a3l — ¢y g W g a1 alaal) — Giald) Al >

alliteration, forming a system and harmony in the rhythm of the internal music of the
Verses.

What can be credited to Al-Mughira is that in his first verses of poetry he used
popular expressions and sayings and was keen to create sensory and kinetic images
that bring the meaning closer to the recipient in order to respond to the reproach of
his brother Sakhr, and this is what we did not find in Sakhr; but we cannot ignore the
truth of what the poetic production of both poets carries; the letters and words
complemented each other and slipped into a simple image, showing the amount of
talent and poetic potential of both parties, so whoever reads Sakhr’s verses finds the
truth with him; but when he addresses Al-Mughira’s response, he understands the
strength of the argument and the extent of his poetic creativity.

When we want to address the words that constitute the poetic structure, we find that
they were careful not to use harsh and hurtful words, and we did not find insults and
shameful accusations, nor satire of physical defects, which poets used to exchange in
their satire that we witnessed in the Umayyad era as in the poetry of contradictions,
or other satirical poetry.

The researcher finds that the reason behind the two poets' keenness not to use
offensive words, curses, or derogatory descriptions between the two poets is their
awareness of the impact of poetry on people's souls and its ability to reach far beyond
place and time. Therefore, they were keen on the reputation of their families, and
knew very well that every victory one of them might achieve over the other is a loss
for them. This is why this type of poetic debate between brothers is called "talahi"
(disputation), and not "tahaji" (satire); because it is a verse containing reproach and
blame in which each party takes into account the reputation of the other and does not
offend or wound him, despite the fact that they lived in an era in which souls had
changed and money had begun to play an important role in social status, and
competition between members of society had become established, fueled by the
desire and greed for power and money
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