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In his book (The Succession to Muhammad), the orientalist Madelung dealt with
Uthman b. Affan in two stages. The first stage was related to before Uthman took
power, so the orientalist’s position towards him was mostly positive, as he praised
him and commended him greatly in a number of positive situations, and justified
some of his negative positions, such as what happened in his not participating in some
of the conquests. In the second stage: The Orientalist dealt with Uthman in his
capacity as Caliph of the Muslims. He addressed a large number of events, in which
he explained Uthman’s failure to deal with them, for many reasons. The Caliph did
not have leadership qualities in his personality, and his oppression against the
companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) by exiling,
beating, cursing, and not caring about their opinion, for example, what he did in many
situations with Imam Ali (PBUH), often ended in verbal altercations and
disagreement. At the same time, Uthman took the opinion of his relatives and
governors, despite their committing major violations against the subjects. The
Caliph’s silence about them or his favoritism towards them led to the development
of the matter into a revolt against him, and against his unwanted governors, because
of their injustice and brutality towards the subjects. The end was dangerous and
tragic, leading to the horrific murder of the Caliph.
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