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g 3y AL (alitial)

This study aims to examine the evolution of the concept of the caliphate in Islamic
thought from the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs to the Abbasid period, focusing
on the intellectual, political, and social transformations accompanying this
development. The research addresses the foundational religious and intellectual
principles of the caliphate, the conditions and qualities of the caliph, the role of the
community and consultation (shura), the selection mechanisms of the caliphs, the
transition from the ideal caliphate to hereditary monarchy under the Umayyads,
religious and political legitimacy, and the role of scholars in reinforcing authority
during the Abbasid era. It also highlights the political thought of prominent thinkers
such as Al-Mawardi, Al-Juwayni, and Al-Farabi, and the role of jurisprudence and
theology in legitimizing or critiquing power. The results indicate that the caliphate
transformed from an ideal consultative model to a centralized hereditary authority,
with jurisprudential and theological thought playing a key role in its justification or
critique. Moreover, the intellectual and political legacy of the caliphate remained
influential in later centuries, serving as a reference for Islamic unity and legitimacy.
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