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This study aims to analyze the color imagery in the poetry of the Iragi poet Lamia
Abbas Amara, one of the most prominent female voices in modern Arabic literature,
and to reveal its semantic and aesthetic dimensions through her last two poetry
collections: "If the Fortune Teller Had Told Me" and "The Last Distance.” The
research is based on the centrality of poetic imagery as a key element in the artistic
structure of the poem, and it focuses specifically on color imagery due to its
remarkable ability to stir emotions and move the reader's feelings, in addition to its
role in embodying abstract meanings and rendering them more accessible to the
audience. The analytical descriptive method was employed, alongside statistical
analysis, to ensure accuracy and comprehensiveness in tracing colors and their
meanings throughout the selected texts. The results show that the poet predominantly
relies on indirect references to colors rather than direct ones, with a total of 75 indirect
color expressions compared to 19-29 direct color terms across both collections. This
reflects her tendency toward suggestion and color symbolism. Black dominates the
poetic scene, appearing 35-38 times in indirect expressions, demonstrating the poet’s
psychological state and her preoccupation with themes of sadness, anxiety, and fear
through words such as "night," "darkness," "sunset," "fear," and "wars." White comes
second, appearing 12 times indirectly, associated with hope, light, and purity through
terms like "dawn,” "moon," "light," and "stars," while green ranks third, connected
to nature, life, and hope via words like "grass," "trees," "spring," and "gardens." Red
carries diverse connotations, ranging from love and violence to sacrifice, as reflected
in terms like "blood," "rose,” and "martyr." Blue is mostly tied to nature and
tranquility through "sea™ and "sky," whereas yellow has the least presence, linked to
"autumn,” "sun," and "wheat." These findings affirm that Lamia Abbas Amara did
not employ colors arbitrarily but rather utilized them as well-crafted poetic symbols
that bear distinctive signals and meanings, reflecting her personal vision of existence
and her experiences as an Arab woman witnessing the social and political
transformations of the twentieth century. Her innovative artistic approach embodies
her hopes, pains, and broken dreams, enriching contemporary Arabic poetry and
presenting a unique model of using color as an expressive tool with profound
psychological, social, and political dimensions.
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