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This study explores the manifestations of the political code in prison poetry
during the Abbasid era through a cultural-normative reading that aims to uncover
both the implicit and explicit cultural structures formed under an authoritarian political
hegemony. The analysis employs the tools of cultural criticism and interprets the
texts through this theoretical lens, while also drawing on other analytical
methodologies and previous academic studies in this field. Among these are a
doctoral dissertation titled “Prison Poetry in Arabic Literature from 334 AH to 656
AH: A Thematic and Artistic Study” by researcher Amal Jabbar Al-Shara‘, submitted
to the College of Arts at Al-Mustansiriyah University; a master’s thesis entitled
“Prison Poetry in the Abbasid Era from 132 AH to the End of the Fourth Century

397



{ 2025 (AGl G — AN ¢ 3adl —aal 1 a3l — ¢y g W g a1 alaal) — Giald) Al

AH: A Critical Historical Study” by researcher Hadi Sadikh Zughayr, which was later
published as a book in 2024 by the Cultural Affairs House; and a book published
by Noor Publishing titled “Prison Poetry in the Abbasid Era” by Dr. Khalid Idris, a
faculty member at Sudan University of Science and Technology.

The study is divided into three prominent themes:

1. The Code of Tyranny: This section highlights the absolute control of the
Abbasid caliphs and their suppression of opposition, as reflected in prison
poetry. Poets used prison as a platform for critique and for voicing
grievances against injustice, as seen in the poetry of ‘Abd Allgh ibn ‘Alf

and Tamim ibn Jamil.

2. The Code of Confrontation: This theme emerges in poems where poets
confronted the ruling authority either directly or implicitly, using rhetorical
tools that conveyed defiance, rejection, and reminders of the vicissitudes of
time. Examples include the poetry of al-Sayyid al-Himyari (d. 173 AH)
and lbn al-‘Amid (d. 360 AH), among others.

3. The Code of Political Masculinization: This section discusses the
glorification of authority and the “masculinization” of the ruler — that is,
attributing qualities of superiority and power to him, thereby creating a
relationship of domination and voluntary submission. This is illustrated in
the poetry of Abii Nuwas (d. 198 AH), ‘Alf ibn al-Jahm (d. 249 AH), and

others.

The study reveals the dynamic nature of political codes in prison poetry, showing
them as critical and cultural tools that may either implicitly resist hegemony or,

conversely, justify and sanctify the authority of the ruler
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