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This research pertains to a sensitive period of Sassanid rule, specifically the reign of
King Khosrau 11 (590-628 AD), who waged a long war with Emperor Heraclius (610-
641 AD), historically known as the last major war of antiquity (603-628 AD). The
research focuses on the strategic shift brought about by Emperor Heraclius, which
led to the disintegration and gradual collapse of the Sassanid state, in one of the most
astonishing setbacks in the history of warfare.

The research also explores the pivotal role of Shahrbaraz, one of the most
controversial figures, who combined military genius with political ambition. He led
successful and strategic campaigns against the Byzantine Empire. However, his
military career was not separate from the political upheavals that the empire
witnessed. Rather, he was part of them, and even one of their creators. He played a
role in the overthrow of Khosrau Il and briefly assumed the throne of the Sassanid
Empire.
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