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Imamate held a prominent position in Shiite thought in general, and in Ismaili
doctrine in particular. Shiite thinkers attached great importance to the concept of
Imamate, considering it a divine position and rank that must be appointed by God
Almighty. It is regarded as a pillar of religion and the foundation of Islam, which
no prophet is permitted to neglect or delegate to the community. Rather, it is
obligatory for the prophet to appoint the Imam, who must be infallible from both
.major and minor sins

Among the infallible Imams according to the Ismaili Shia is Imam Zayn al-Abidin
(peace be upon him), the fourth infallible Imam and a beacon of guidance. He
embodied the Muhammadan Islam in all its dimensions, both in his personal and
social life, during extremely difficult political and social circumstances. He
.realized the highest Islamic values in thought, belief, ethics, and behavior

The Ismaili view of his Imamate does not differ significantly from that of the
Twelver Shiites in many respects. However, it does differ in certain concepts—
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most notably in the idea of the permanent Imam (Imam al-mustaqgarr) and the
entrusted Imam (Imam al-mustawda‘). Additionally, the Ismaili Shia employed
esoteric interpretation (ta’wil batini) to clarify the spiritual status of Imam Ali ibn
al-Husayn—Zayn al-Abidin (peace be upon him), especially in interpreting

.Quranic verses which they believed referred specifically to this matter
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