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The Effectiveness of the Linguistic Context Strategy (Firth) in
Developing Critical Reading Skills among Fourth—Grade Science
Students
M. Azzat Mohsen Khalifa Al-Humaidawi -

Iragi Ministry of Education — General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar -

Studies and Research Division

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the effect of a proposed strategy based
on Firth’s Linguistic Context Theory on developing critical reading skills
among fourth—year science students. To achieve the research objectives
and test its hypotheses: the researcher employed a quasi—experimental
design with pre— and post-tests. A sample of 70 students was randomly
selected from the fourth—year science class and divided into two groups:
35 students in the experimental group and 35 in the control group. The
researcher ensured equivalence between the two groups in terms of
linguistic ability. linguistic intelligence: and critical reading skills. At the
end of the experimentc a test was administered to measure the
development of critical reading skillsc which was validated and tested for
reliability by a panel of experts. Data were statistically analyzed using
the paired—sample t-test. The results indicated that the experimental
groupc which was taught according to the proposed strategy:
outperformed the control group« which followed the traditional method« in
critical reading outcomes. The effect size of the independent variable
was (.86« indicating a very high impact. The findings highlight the
significant role of the linguistic context strategy in developing critical
reading skills. Based on these resultsc the researcher recommends that
Arabic language instructors keep up with modern teaching trends and
familiarize themselves with innovative research and methods.

Furthermore. the researcher suggests conducting further studies to
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examine the effect of the proposed strategy on developing creative
writing skills across different genders or educational levels.
Keywords: Linguistic Context, Critical Reading.
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