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Abstract:

Belonging is considered one of the most essential needs of the
Islamic nation in general, and of the Arab world in particular, in order to
preserve its identity and status. The child, by nature, seeks belonging
that begins with the family, then extends to the neighborhood, the city,
the governorate, the homeland, the region, and ultimately the nation. At
each of these levels, the child strives to define himself; just as he
carries a name and belongs to a family, he is also in need of belonging
to a group, a community, and a homeland.

The present study aims to achieve the following objectives:

1. To examine belonging among kindergarten children.

2. To identify belonging in the kindergarten child according to the
variable of gender (male — female).

The study sample consisted of (300) boys and girls from kindergarten,
selected using a simple random sampling method. To achieve the
research objectives, the researchers selected the study population from
kindergartens affiliated with the Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar. A
belonging scale was constructed, and the researchers established its
validity and reliability. The scale consisted of two alternatives weighted
(0,1). After applying it to the study sample, data were processed using
the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results
revealed the following:

1. A sense of belonging exists among the kindergarten child, particularly
in relation to peer groups.

2. Male children demonstrated higher levels of belonging compared to
female children.

Based on these findings, the researchers presented a set of
recommendations and suggestions.

Keywords: Belonging, Kindergarten Child.
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