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Abstract

Religious and historical discourse in Islam has long witnessed a diversity of
interpretations and differing positions on numerous pivotal issues, some of which
remain controversial today among different sects and schools of thought. Even if we
assume the absence of marginalization and politicization in a given issue, we often see
that these disagreements are based, in reality, on differences in the understanding of
texts or in the interpretation of their meanings. However, the development of modern
linguistic studies, particularly the theory of performative speech acts, has provided
new analytical tools through which texts can be re-read from a pragmatic perspective,
moving beyond focusing on their apparent content to analyzing the function of speech
and its impact on reality. This research is based on the hypothesis that texts issued by
figures with religious and social authority in Islamic history, such as Imam al-Hadi
(peace be upon him), possess performative power in light of the context, the situation,
and the speaker's position in relation to the audience. An analysis of these actions may
contribute to establishing the legitimacy of some controversial historical issues in
which the reality of the communicative dimension of speech has been overlooked.
Based on a documented and authentic text such as the "Ziyarat of the Commander of

Yo¥0 dod (¥) ¢35 (1) 50l ,lly uathl ol iy A ey IsV) 3 sl s



o8 g 3 Rl gnashl el 5,5 3 JIB90 a\Y 50
———
the Faithful, specifically commemorating the Day of Ghadir," a visitation narrated

with reliable chains of transmission from Imam Ali al-Hadi (al-Naqgi) (peace be upon
him), this research analyzes a number of performative speech acts found therein.
These acts, according to the geography of the text, are: (verbs of peace, acts of
testimony, acts of oath, and acts of cursing). | will read them according to the theory
of Austin and Searle, seeking to prove that these statements were not merely
expressions of opinion or emotion, but rather as binding linguistic acts. We can
observe the realistic and social impact they can have when issued by a person
authorized to do so, such as the eighth Imam, Ali ibon Muhammad al-Hadi (peace be
upon him), in a text with reliable sources such as this visitation. The research
hypothesis also includes the notion that the documented text targeted by the study
here carries a linguistic and performative legitimacy that may have been overlooked
by traditional jurisprudential readings. Therefore, it is possible to The issue is
historically reconsidered based on the strength of these verbs in the studied text. In
this research, | will adopt the (analytical pragmatic) approach by analyzing the speech
acts contained therein. | will prove the legitimacy of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in
the Hadith of the Day of Ghadir, through the political, religious, social, psychological,
and referential judgments that the linguistic structures comprising the speech produce.
This will lead me to conceptualize the performative effect that the linguistic act
produces in reality, in terms of an accomplished inferential effect.

Keywords: Visitation of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam al-Hadi, performative

force, speech act, Austin, and Searle.
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1-Recanati, Frangois. (1979). *Meaning and Force: The Pragmatics of

Performative Utterances*. Cambridge University Press.

2— Austin, J. L. (1962). *Quand dire, c’est faire* (French translation of *How to

Do Things with Words*), pp. 153-166.
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