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:Abstract

Since the outbreak of the war on Gaza on
October 7, 2023, the Middle East (West
Asia region) has witnessed a state of stra-
tegic tension and ambiguity, including the
movements of Iran and its friends in (Iraq,

Yemen, Lebanon and Syria (before the fall))
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while analyzing the impact of this strate-
gy on regional security, international trade,
and the strengthening of the Houthis’ po-
litical standing. Confrontations erupted on
various fronts within the axis of resistance,
simultaneously supporting Hamas in Gaza
(occupied Palestine). Most of these fronts
operated within the framework of limited
confrontations, while a more influential
front emerged in the course of the regional
conflict on the coast of Yemen: the Ansar
Allah movement. This movement adopted
a strategy of gradual escalation, increasing
its intensity and support through waves of
military escalation. This included a threat
to block commercial vessels heading to the
Zionist entity through the Bab al-Mandab
Strait, the main passageway for shipping
lines heading to the Zionist entity from
China and the East. In the tensions in the
Red Sea, the United States moved to sup-
port the Zionist entity, with support from
Britain, by directing a joint military opera-
tion and forming a coalition called “Guard-
ian of Prosperity” to confront the Houthis
and their escalation in the Red Sea. This
coincided with the support and entry into
the conflict by the Ansar Allah (Houthis)
in support of the Palestinians. After the
war on Gaza, America recounted its narra-
tive and justified its entry into the war, stat-
ing that its goal was to protect commercial
shipping lanes and shipping routes. This re-
flects a difference in narratives between the
Houthis and the Americans. The Houthi
narrative highlights the attacks on ships

who are in They formed what is known as
(the resistance or the resistance axis) after
the war on Gaza provided a real test of the
sincerity of the strategy that the resistance
axis was aiming for, which bears the name
(unity of arenas), which aims to unify the
fronts in a unified manner and escalation as
a means of deterrence against Israel, Amer-
ica and its allies in the event of any event
or any expanded conflict. As the region was
heading toward a potential regional esca-
lation in the Middle East (West Asia), the
Axis of Resistance emerged as an influen-
tial regional actor, supporting Hamas in its
war with Israel. The Houthi movement in
Yemen emerged as an influential region-
al actor through its Red Sea strategy. The
movement focused on a gradual military
escalation, targeting Israeli-linked vessels
through the Bab al-Mandab Strait with bal-
listic missiles and drones, with the aim of
supporting the Palestinian cause and pres-
suring Israel to halt its aggression. These
operations disrupted 46% of maritime
traffic, raising shipping costs and impact-
ing 12% of global trade. The United States
and Britain responded with the “Guardian
of Prosperity” coalition and airstrikes on
Houthi positions. The Houthis portrayed
their attacks as a sign of solidarity with
Palestine, bolstering their legitimacy with-
in the Iran-backed Axis of Resistance. The
study highlights the conflicting narratives
between the Houthis’ view of their attacks
as resistance and the Western perception

of them as a threat to maritime security,
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heading to Israel as a counter-measure to
Israel’s targeting of civilians in Gaza, while
the United States says the Houthi opera-
tions pose a threat to the security of global
.trade and shipping lanes
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