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Abstract:lraqg has been a society characterized by ethnic, racial, and
religious diversity. For centuries, these components coexisted, providing
a progressive model of coexistence. However, past regimes worked to
undermine this fabric of coexistence for their own interests. The
subsequent occupation exacerbated the situation, leading to intense
internal conflict. This research aims to study how to build peace and
peaceful coexistence in post-conflict societies, using Iraq as a case

study.

The research begins by exploring the roots of peaceful coexistence in
Iraq, including ethnic and religious homogeneity and Iraq's geostrategic
location, which has made it open to a wide range of peoples and
civilizations. The study then examines the obstacles to peace in Iraq,
such as media incitement, political conflict, foreign interests, and
artificially induced ethnic and religious disputes. Subsequently, the
research addresses the importance of Iraq's cultural heritage in
restoring peace, drawing on its ancient cultural heritage, Islamic and

Christian religious teachings, and the awareness raised by numerous
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Iraqi figures. The research then presents a study of the requirements
for building peace in Iraq, primarily strengthening national identity and
belonging, promoting a culture of dialogue and acceptance of
differences, and the role of public and private institutions and civil
society organizations in restoring peaceful coexistence. The research
concludes that Iraq was the birthplace of early humanitarian legislation
that respected others and granted them full human and national rights.
Iraq's cultural heritage is the fundamental root of peace and
coexistence, complemented by divine scriptures. The primary
responsibility for restoring this peace lies with government and civil
institutions. Therefore, the research recommends that these entities
fulfill their social and cultural duties to build internal peace as a

cornerstone for Iraqg's anticipated renaissance.

Keywords: Peace, peaceful coexistence, societies, post—conflict

societies, Iraq
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